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2025 Begins with a Bang 

The new year started off with a bang as our 
Town received exciting news — we were selected 
as one of 55 recipients of the 2024–2025 Agricultural Roads Im-
provement Program (ARIP) out of 220 applicants, and the only mu-
nicipality in Oconto County to receive the award. 

ARIP helps upgrade local roads vital to Wisconsin’s farming and for-
estry industries. Our successful application, submitted in September 
2024 with help from local producers, businesses, and residents, fo-
cuses on reconstructing Woodview Road from USH 41 to Hogsback 
Road. 

The project was awarded $1.3 million, covering 87.7% of estimated 
costs through ARIP’s reimbursement program. Bidding is scheduled 
for December, with construction expected in 2026. Stay tuned for 
updates and upcoming informational meetings. 
 

Town Hall Added As Warming Shelter 

As “Old Man Winter” approaches, the Town of Little River is prepar-

ing for possible power outages and emergency needs. In late August 

2024, the Town purchased a Generac generator—with all of the 

funding generously provided by an anonymous donor—to power all 

three Town buildings: the Town Hall, Storage/Maintenance Shed, 

and Little River Fire Department building. 

In 2025, as storms and severe weather affected northeast Wiscon-

sin, the Town was added to the list of available community warming 

shelters. This facility is open to residents in need of a warm space, 

potable water, or charging access during emergencies. 

The generator now ensures 24/7 power to the Fire Department, al-

lowing plow trucks and emergency personnel to access their build-

ing whenever needed. A heartfelt thank you to our anonymous do-

nor for helping make this vital resource possible. 
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The Town of Little River has 

two Cemeteries: 

Garden of Hope Cemetery 

Est. 1899 

8298 Swede Town Rd, Oconto  

 

Swedish Baptist Cemetery 

Est. 1880 

7901 Swede Town Rd, Oconto 

 

Both cemeteries are main-

tained by the Town of Little 

River. 

Earlier this summer, the Town Board recognized that the Swe-

dish Baptist Cemetery was in need of some well-deserved care 

and maintenance.  Local contractors were hired to improve 

drainage at the cemetery entrance, repair several older head-

stones that had fallen, and level the grounds to create a smooth-

er mowing surface. 

These improvements were funded through a generous donation 

from a former resident, specifically designated for the upkeep 

and preservation of the Swedish Baptist Cemetery. 

The Town is also partnering with the Oconto County Historical 

Society to update the Wisconsin Genealogical Society’s online 

cemetery database with additional information and photo-

graphs. Once completed, a link to this resource will be added to 

the Town’s website for residents’ convenience. 

In addition, the Town is working 

toward creating an official certi-

fied map of the cemetery—

something that has never before 

been recorded. 

*The Town extends a heartfelt thank-you 

to Caroline Imig for her continued care 

and dedication in maintaining the cemetery grounds. 

Election News 

Swedish Baptist Cemetery Gets Some TLC 

Save the Dates!   

The 2026 Election dates are: 

February 17, 2026 - Spring Primary, if neces-

sary 

April 7,  2026 - Spring Election  

August 11, 2026  - Fall Primary 

November 3, 2026 - General Election 

  

Wisconsin requires Photo ID to vote - please 

remember to bring it with you on Election 

Day.   

  

 

Election days polls are open from 7 AM - 8 PM 

 

To register to vote, request an absentee ballot 

or preview a ballot….please visit 

www.myvote.wi.gov or contact the Town 

Clerk, 920-834-3617 

  

If you have questions about voting, or need to 

vote in-person early, please contact the Town 

Clerk, 920-834-3617. 
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Recycling Center  

Address:  3627 County A, Oconto 

Hours:  Saturday:  7:30 AM - 2 PM  

For Town of Little River residents 

ONLY. 

We take single stream recyclables 

for FREE. 

We accept metal for FREE from 

Town residents. 

Residents MUST pay $1.25/bag 

for garbage. 

We do NOT accept wood or build-

ing materials. 

We accept some items at an addi-

tional fee: 

• Tires:  vary in price (check web-

site or with  Ron Strom) 

• Furniture (chair, sofa,         

mattresses):   $8.00 

• Small Electronics:  $2.00 

• TV:  $15.00 

• Freon appliance:  $15.00 

For more information, call the Town 

Hall at 920-834-3617  or Ron Strom at  

920-373-0894. 

 

                  Electronic Recycling Event  
                       Was a Hugh Success! 

On May 2, 2025, the Town of Little River partnered with COM2 

Recycling Solutions to host a free Electronic Recycling Event at 

the Town Hall. Residents were invited to drop off a wide variety 

of electronic items, including computers, laptops, printers, tele-

visions, tablets, gaming consoles, DVD players, microwaves, and 

more. 

The event was an overwhelming success — nearly 50,000 

pounds of electronics were collected from more than 290 

attendees in just four hours. Participation exceeded expecta-

tions, drawing residents not only from Little River and neighbor-

ing communities, but also from as far as Michigan and Green 

Bay. 

Attendees expressed their appreciation to the Town and COM2 

Recycling Solutions for providing this convenient and environ-

mentally responsible opportunity to recycle unwanted electron-

ics. 

A special thank-you goes out to Ron Strom, Tom Portier, and 

Amy Peterson for their hard work assisting COM2 with unloading 

vehicles and keeping traffic flowing smoothly throughout the 

event. Excellent job! 
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Photo courtesy of Tom Portier.  Ron Strom hard at work, as usual.  



 

Did you know….. 

Our brave Little River Fire 

Department with  10 person-

nel protects: 

• 51.1 Square Miles 

• 1,065 People 

• 407 Household 

• 293 Families 

in the Town of Little River! 

 

In addition, these dedicated 

individuals devote countless 

hours to ongoing training, 

controlled burns, equipment 

testing, maintenance, and 

cleaning—among many other 

responsibilities.  

 

They also volunteer their 

time to support community 

events such as parades, fund-

raisers, and educational pro-

grams.  

 

We couldn’t be more proud 

or more grateful for our Little 

River Fire Department and all 

they do to keep our commu-

nity safe and strong!  

Fire Department Gets New Truck 

The Little River Fire Department held its 19th Annual Pancake Break-

fast on July 12, 2025, and as always, it was a tremendous success! A 

record crowd attended, with over 467 meals served, and the ice 

cream table proved especially popular. 

The event offered something for everyone, including bucket raffles, a 

live auction, a gun raffle, and equipment demonstrations. Kids en-

joyed a bounce house and the chance to explore the fire trucks. Cole-

man Area Rescue was on site for tours of their rescue squad, and the 

Oconto County Sheriff’s Department K-9 Unit answered questions and 

met attendees. 

Thanks to the generosity and support of our community, the LRFD 

raised over $13,000. Countless hours and helping hands went into 

making the event a success, and the Town sincerely appreciates the 

continued kindness and support we receive year after year. 

Congratulations to everyone involved for a job well done! 

In spring of 2025, the Town pur-

chased a 2002 Mack Pumper Truck 

for the Little River Fire Department.  

This truck was a beautiful find by 

Chief Good and can pump 2,000 

gmp with 2,000 gal water tank.  

Between the two pumper engines, 

the department will be able to 

pump 3,250 gallons of water per 

minute, which will be helpful in 

critical situations. 

The new pumper truck joins the 

other fleet of vehicles; 1992 

Freightliner Engine with 1,250 

Pump, 2001 Sterling Water Tender 

with 3,000 gal capacity, and the 

2014 Ford F250 Super Duty Utility/

Brush Truck. 

Not only was this purchase needed 

to replace our aging equipment but 

also helps secure safety for our 

firefighters. 

Thank you for all you do, LRFD! 
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*Photo courtesy of Little River Fire Department. 

                  LRFD Breakfast Breaks New Records 

                                *Photos courtesy of the Little River Fire Department. 



 

Each spring the Board does a physical road inspection to aid in 

making decisions on which roads are in priority of needing repair.  

Below are a list of repairs that were completed in 2025. 

• Schmohill Road:  Replaced existing culvert & asphalt patch. 

• Swedetown Road:  tree removal and ditch cleaning, added 4 
inches of 1¼ inch pulverized on Swedetown Road to Fosberg 
Rd and paved 2.5 inches of 4LT hot mix asphalt, 18” wide plus 
intersection. 

• Rouer Lane – East and West:  placed and compacted 168 ton 
of ¾ inch crushed base course. 

• Marquardt Lane:  regraded existing roadway surface. 

• Presel Lane:  reset existing culvert on Presel Lane, seeded and 
mulched area disturbed, reconstructed ditches, paved 18’ 
wide x 2”hot mix asphalt patch and installed 2 foot wide grav-
el shoulder. 

• Sellen Lane:  removed stumps and brush, stripped and stock-
piled topsoil, constructed 2520 SF road subgrade within the 
existing right of way, placed and compacted 210 cubic yards 
of fill, placed and compacted 220 tons crushed base course 
and replaced top soil at perimeter. 

• Sugarbush Rd:  replaced and paved 30” culvert 

In 2001, the Town of Little River adopted Or-

dinance 61, creating its first Comprehensive 

Plan under Wis. Stats. Section 66.1001. Since 

then, the plan has not been updated and is 

now outdated, making it necessary to devel-

op a new plan that reflects current and future 

community needs. 

In 2025, the Town Board contracted the Bay 

Lake Regional Planning Commission to assist 

in creating a new Comprehensive Plan. A 

Comprehensive Advisory Committee has 

been appointed to guide the process, which 

began in October, with completion expected 

in Spring/Summer 2026. 

A Comprehensive Plan provides a long-term, 

20-year vision for the Town and organizes 

goals around key topics, including housing, 

transportation, utilities, agriculture, natural 

resources, economic development, intergov-

ernmental cooperation, land use, and imple-

mentation. The plan also includes maps and 

data to help guide decisions, reduce uncer-

tainty, and ensure that land use choices are 

fair, transparent, and beneficial for residents 

and businesses. 

Your input is important and appreciated as 

we develop the plan. Please watch our web-

site and social media for an online public sur-

vey coming in December, along with infor-

mation about upcoming input sessions.  

Comprehensive Plans are dynamic docu-

ments that guide land use decisions and are 

required by the State to be updated at least 

once every ten years. 
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On the Road Again….. 

              Planning for the Future ~ New Comprehensive Plan 

*A special thank you to Dave 

Wittkopf who kept the long 

grass in the ditches cut all 

summer long.  A job well 

done and well appreciated! 

 

As the snow begins to fly, 

let’s be mindful of the snow-

plow drivers doing their best 

to keep the roads clear.  

Please give them plenty of 

room and space.  Thank you! 



 

Have you ever noticed how much our Town Hall looks like a one-

room schoolhouse? That’s because it once was a school — Fair-

view School. 

In the fall of 1895, several local citizens met to discuss building a 

new school. Parents were concerned that the McDowell School 

was too far for children to walk and that many children were not 

attending school at all. Shortly thereafter, construction of Fair-

view School, District #5, began. 

Andrew Johnson sold one acre of land for one dollar on a 99-

year lease to provide a site, and local men donated their time to 

help build it. By early winter, enough of the school was complet-

ed for Robert E. Telford to begin teaching, as the first teacher, at 

a salary of $1.00 per day. 

The original school had a large box stove in the center of the 

room, double desks with liftable tops, a rough pine floor, and no 

well—water had to be carried from a quarter mile away. 

Over the years, improvements were made: 

• In 1931, during WPA times, a woodshed and garage were 

built, with the garage accommodating the teacher’s car. 

• In 1932, a 12-foot addition was added to the back of the 

school. 

• Cupboards and permanent library shelves replaced crates, 

and a two-burner oil stove replaced the large wood and coal 

stove. The school was also repainted from buff to a soft 

green. 

Today, our Town Hall stands as a reminder of Fairview School’s 

rich history and the dedication of the early residents who helped 

make education accessible in our community.* 

 

 

 

If These Walls Could Talk…... If you or someone you 

know has a photo or story 

you would like to share 

about our Town Hall, please 

call the office at 920-834-

3617 or email to 

clerk@townoflittleriver.wi.gov. 

 

We would love to add your 

memories to the history 

books of our building we 

call home.   Thank you!! 

 

 

 

 

*Accessed on 11/19/25 Historic 

Oconto County, WI school buildings. 

https://www.usgenwebsites.org/

WIOconto/Schools/Fairview.htm 


